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Abstract 

In this paper, we identify three fundamental but interrelated perspectives on the sustainability 

assessment of resource use. These three perspectives correspond to the three assessment 

questions if, how, and where resources should be used. Given the deficit of the majority of 

existing sustainability assessment approaches in making their underlying assessment 

perspective explicit, we provide structure and organisation to existing approaches and identify 

gaps in existing research. In addition, we underline the necessity that any discussion on the 

appropriateness and validity of different assessment approaches and their results must take 

into account the underlying assessment perspective. At the same time, the three questions if, 

how, and where resources should be used correspond to the requirements of a sustainable 

resource use. While assessments can address the three questions in isolation, it is all the more 

important that the limitations and implications of focussing on a single perspective are spelled 

out. We provide the context and structure for a more informed and fruitful debate on the 

assessment of sustainable resource use. 
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